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REF: NICOSIA 0648 

1. SC PRESIDENT (CHINA) AND GREEK MISSION TELL US 
COUNCIL MAY NOT BE ASKED TO MEET ON CYPRUS BEFORE 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20. SYG PLANS ARRIVE NEW YORK 
THAT AFTERNOON, TWO DAYS EARLIER THAN EXPECTED, AND 
GREEKS HERE BELIEVE IT MAKES SENSE TO AWAIT HIS RETURN 
FROM ATHENS AND ANKARA BEFORE HOLDING MEETING. 

AT SAME TIME, CYPRUS PERM REP ROSSIDES IS REPORTEDLY 
ARGUING FOR AT LEAST AN INITIAL MEETING TUESDAY SO AS 
NOT TO LOSE MOMENTUM. IN ANY EVENT, SINCE CLERIDES 
IS MEETING WITH SC PRESIDENT LATE TUESDAY MORNING, 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME COUNCIL COULD MEET WOULD BE 
THAT AFTERNOON. 
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2. SECRETARIAT INFORMS US IN CONFIDENCE THAT IT PLANS 
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CIRCULATE CYPRUS PROGRESS REPORT FEBRUARY 18, WHICH 

WILT. CONTAIN AS ANNEXES TEXTS OF CLERIDES 

AND DENKTASH POSITION PAPERS. WHILE REPORT WILL 

INCLUDE NO COMMENTS OR OBSERVATIONS, IT MAY PROVIDE 

OPENING SUGGESTED REFTEL FOR SC TO QUERY SYG 

AND HIS SPECIAL REP ABOUT PROSPECTS OF NEGOTIATIONS. 

IF DEPT DOES NOT OBJECT, WE WILL IN OUR CONSULTATIONS 
SAY SUCH A QUERY TO SYG WOULD SEEM TO US A 
CONSTRUCTIVE INGREDIENT OF ANY SC RESOLUTION. 

BENNETT 
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